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PREFACE. 



An account of the rise and progress of the 
scientific societies of London would form a most 
interesting and useful volume, the pages of which 
would be especially occupied by the history in 
particular of the Society for the Encouragement 
of Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce, which may, 
without impropriety, be called the parent stock of 
almost all the modern institutions for the ad- 
vancement of various branches of the arts and 
sciences. 

The present seems to afford a suitable oppor- 
tunity for presenting to the pubhc some account 
of the origin and progress of this Society, and of 
reviewing its progress from the commencement in 
1753 to the present time. 

In commemorating the names of our founders 
and early benefactors, the name of William Ship- 
ley, " whose public spirit gave rise to the Society," 
cannot be too frequently called to mind ; nor 
should those high-minded noblemen. Lords Folke- 
stone and Romney, who were among the eleven 
patriotic individuals assembled at the first annual 
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meeting on the 29th March, 1754, be omitted in 
any historical notice of the Society. liOrd Folke- 
stone was elected first president of the Society 
in 1755, and occupied the presidential chair until 
his decease in 1761, when his noble colleague. 
Lord Romney, was unanimously elected his suc- 
cessor, and continued to preside over the Society 
with devoted feelings of attachment for thirty-two 
years. These noble individuals undertook to 
make good any deficiency which might arise from 
want of subscriptions in the amount necessary for 
the first year's rewards, which at that time were 
entirely of a pecuniary nature. The first rewards 
offered by the Sqciety were in the class of fine 
arts ; being " fifteen pounds each for the best draw- 
ings by boys and girls under fourteen years of age, 
with proofs of their abilities." And in the class 
of chemistry the sum of thirty pounds was offered 
by the Society to the person who, under certain 
conditions,, should produce to the Society cobalt 
found in England ; and another reward, in the 
same class, of equal amount to the person who 
should raise in England a certain quantity of 
madder. The general meetings of the Society 
were at that early period of its existence held 
on the second Wednesday in each month ; a 
committee also met on the fourth Wednesday in 
each month, to whom it was left to carry out in 
detail the Society's business. The first invention 
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laid before the Society appears to have been a 
float, contrived by Mr. Shipley himself in No- 
vember ITS'l, which is thus described in the 
Society's records as an apparatus "to preserve 
the lives of them that fall overboard." 

The gradual progress of the Society in its early 
stages is marked by the following incidents. In 
January 1755 a box was ordered for the papers 
of the Society, and on February 19th of the same 
year a plan of the Society was agreed en, and Mr. 
Shipley was desired to wait on such noblemen 
and gentlemen as were likely to become sub- 
scribers. In March of the same year the Society 
had made sufficient progress to enable them to 
hold their meetings in apartments of their own 
in Craig's Court, Fleet Street, and frotn that time 
to discontinue their earlier practice* of hiring a 
room at Peele's or other coffee-liouse for such 
meetings. At every succeediag meeting numbers 
were added to the list, so that the Society was 
soon enabled to offer additional premiums: among 
others, for the best zaffer and smalt from English 
cobalt ; for the best designs for weavers, em- 
broiderers, or calico-printers, by boys and girls 
under the age of seventeen ; for the best hides 
of buff leather, and for the best mode of tinning 
vessels. 

In March 1755 Mr. Edward Wade presented 
a pamphlet to the Society on the subject of 
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planting timber on the commons and waste-lands 
of the country. This gave rise in future years 
to the Society's offering rewards for planting oak, 
fir, larch, and other timber; and among the dis- 
tinguished persons who received the gold and 
silver medals of the Society on this account, may 
be mentioned the Dukes of Bedford and Beaufort, 
the Earls of Winterton, Upper Ossory, and Mans- 
field, the Bishop of Llandafi", and John Christian 
Curwen, Esq. of Windermere, who also received 
several medals for improvements in agriculture ; and 
it is well worthy of being recorded that Mr. Curwen 
stated at a public meeting that but for this Society 
he should never have been a farmer. 

In 1756 the Society removed to larger apart- 
ments in the Strand. The total amount which 
had been received at that time from subscribers 
from the commencement of the Society's labours 
was 360/. 195., and thfe disbursements, chiefly in 
the shape of premiums, amounted to 228/. 85. 5d. ; 
whereas up to the present time a sum, certainly 
not less than 100,000/. has been expended in 
furthering the general objects of the Society. 

On the 12th October, 1774, the Society held 
their first meeting in the Adelphi, Owen Salusbury 
Brereton, Esq. V.P. in the chair. Medals as hono- 
rary rewards were first proposed by Mr. Baker, an 
active and useful member of the Society, in March 
1756, but it was not until 1758 that the Jirst gold 
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medal was ordered to be struck for the purpose of 
being presented to the noble president. Lord 
Viscount Folkestone, for eminent services. 

The Society's first silver medal was presented 
to Lady Louisa Grenville, by the noble president 
in 1757, for a drawing. 

In 1760 the Society offered twenty-four re- 
wards in the class of agriculture ; twenty-one in 
that of chemistry, dyeing, and mineralogy ; forty- 
two in that of fine arts; thirty-two in that of 
machines, and manufactures ; and forty " for the 
advantage of the British colonies." 

Among the eminent artists who at various times 
have received rewards from this Society, may be 
mentioned the names of Sir Thomas Lawrence, 
NoUekens, the Pingos, Bacon, Flaxman, Sir 
William Ross, Edwin Landseer, W. Finden, and 
Wyon. 

Sir Thomas Lawrence received the silver 
palette and five guineas, in 1782, for a copy in 
crayons of the Transfiguration. 

To NoUekens was awarded, in 1761, ten gui- 
neas for his basso-relievo of Jephtha's rash vow, 
which is still preserved in the anteroom ; and, in 
1763, the same artist received fifty guineas for a 
basso-relievo in marble. 

In 1769, and subsequent years, the Pingos 
received several of the Society's rewards for medal 
dies. 
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Bacon, in each of the three years, 1763, 1764, 
and 1765, received a pecuniary reward for a basso- 
relievo in clay ; the first amount being ten, the 
second fifteen, and the third twenty guineas. 

Flaxman, in 1768, received ten guineas ; and 
to the same artist, in 1771, was awarded the So- 
ciety's gold medal for a superior production in the 
same class of art. 

Sir William Ross, who, in 1807, at the early 
age of twelve years, received his first reward, in 
the shape of the Society's silver palette, for a 
drawing of the death of Wat Tyler, attained se- 
veral superior rewards in subsequent years for 
works of higher merit. 

In 1810, the silver palette was adjudged to 
Edwin Landseer for an etching. 

In the same year, a similar honorary premium 
was awarded to W. Finden, the engraver, for an 
outline drawing ; and the Society's gold medal to 
Mr. W. Wyon for a medal die. 

The above are selected as a few of the eminent 
artists whose early talents, first fostered and en- 
couraged by the Society of Arts, have since led 
them to the temple of Fame. 

The first public exhibition ever made by the 
artists of the British metropolis took place within 
the rooms of the Society of Arts, in the Strand, in 
the spring of 1760 ; and so entirely successful was 
this effort of bringing, as it were, into one focus 
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the performances of British artists, that the So- 
ciety continued to allow a similar exhibition for 
several subsequent years. 

In 1757, the business of the Society had in- 
creased to so great an extent, that it was found 
necessary to appoint eight standing committees, in 
order that the various matters brought before the 
Society might receive that attention which they 
required. These committees were termed Com- 
mittees of Correspondence, — of Rules, Orders, and 
Ordinary Business, — of Colonies and Trade, — of 
Minerals and Chemical Subjects, — of Mechanics 
and Manufactures, — of Agriculture, — of Arts and 
Literature, — and of Accounts. Up to the present 
day, the different subjects brought before the 
Society have been referred to committees similarly 
constituted, some of whom meet each week during 
the session, which commences in the early part of 
November, and finishes in the early part of June. 

The scientific committees, as at present ap- 
pointed, are called, the Committees of Agriculture, 
of Chemistry, of Colonies and Trade, of Fine Arts, 
of Manufactures, and of Mechanics ; besides which 
there are the Committees of Miscellaneous Matters, 
of Accounts, and of Correspondence and Papers. To 
each of the committees are appointed annually two 
chairmen ; and any members of the Society, who 
are so disposed, may attend any or all the meetings 
of such committees, except that of Miscellaneous 
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Matters, which consists of the chairmen of the 
respective committees, and six other members 
chosen annually from the body at large. 

From the commencement of the Society's ex- 
istence, the business meetings, for the purpose of 
investigating the merits of the inventions sent in 
for reward, were necessarily attractive to the mem- 
bers who took an active part in the administration 
of affairs, and who found a compensation for their 
services in the acquisition of much useful and 
interesting information, bearing on the arts and 
manufactures of the country, whereby they became 
every day better qualified to adjudicate on the 
merits of the inventions brought before them. 

For a long time the house of the Society was 
the only place of meeting for certain classes of 
the members, who found an advantage in the op- 
portunities of discussing, with those of the same 
profession or calling, questions of professional inter- 
est ; but, as those questions only arose incident- 
ally, and were contingent on the nature of the 
communications made by inventors and others, 
they at length formed other societies, with laws 
and regulations of their own, in order that they 
might prosecute, without intermixture with other 
matters, the investigation, and promote the ad- 
vancement, of those subjects in which they were 
miote especially interested. The effect of this was 
to Occasion a less frequent attendctnce at the com- 
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mittees of those whose opinions, as practical men, 
were always desirable ; and, although they con- 
tinued to support the Society with their subscrip- 
tions, and assisted in the business occasionally, 
the zeal with which they had formerly represented 
the Society among their friends and connexions, 
for the purpose of supplying the places of the 
members lost to the Society by death and other 
casualties, relaxed or was partly absorbed in the 
interests of their own institutions. The rapid 
march of improvement in the practical arts con- 
temporary with the operations of the Society, and 
in a great measure promoted by its influence, sti- 
mulated the general taste for useful knowledge and 
scientific pursuits, and, to supply this demand, nu- 
merous societies of a popular character arose, 
which afforded to their members the means of 
rational and instructive amusement ; but inasmuch 
as the benefits were exclusively confined to their 
members, as they offered no encouragement to 
ingenious industry, as they published no opinions 
which might serve as a protecting guide for the 
public, their essential character was entirely dis- 
tinct from that of the Society of Arts. 

This difference has not been sufficiently under- 
stood by those who have withdrawn their sub- 
scriptions from this Society for the purpose of be- 
coming members of other scientific institutions of 
the kind just alluded to. The effects of these 
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disturbing attractions have been extremely detri- 
mental to the interests of the Society; and since 
the commencement of the present session 1841-42, 
the expediency of increasing the interest of the 
meetings by the adoption of measures which shall 
in no way interfere with the original objects of the 
Society is a question which has occupied the se- 
rious attention of the members. Accordingly, it 
is now the practice of the Society to receive com- 
munications on any subjects of novelty and interest 
connected with the arts and manufactures of the 
country, including patent inventions to be read or 
explained with models and drawings at the Wed- 
nesday evening meetings. An open discussion 
upon each subject is promoted with a view to 
render it as complete as possible by ehciting' from 
the experience of practical men desiderata still un- 
supplied, and their opinions of its comparative 
merits with other similar inventions already in use 
with the public* 

This addition to the ordinary business in no 
way interferes with the interests of the candidates 
for rewards, the contributors finding their account 
in the publicity thus given to their inventions, and 
contenting themselves with the advantages derived 
from that publicity. 

* See the Address of Mr. Graham, the late secretary, at 
the distribution of rewards, June 6th, 1842. 
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The most liberal construction of the intentions 
of the founders of the Society is, that ingenious in- 
dustry should be encouraged by every available 
means, and it is now considered certain that these 
intentions are but half fulfilled if the poor inventor 
be debarred the advantage of a reference to the Mu- 
seum and Transactions of the Society, as the sources 
of information upon all, or, at least, the most im- 
portant useful inventions ; and it is equally cer- 
tain that if he trusts to them ., as a safe reference, 
while they do not include patented inventions, he 
takes the risk of wasting his time by inventing 
again that which has been invented before, as it is 
notorious that the most important inventions of the 
present day are secured by patent. It is equally 
notorious that patents are every day obtained for 
inventions which prove to be altogether futile. 

The patentee who receives a vote of thanks 
from the Society must not consider that the mea- 
sure of approbation thus expressed by the Society 
in publishing his communication is less than that 
of other inventions of non-patentees for which me- 
dals or pecuniary premiums may have been voted. 
The whole tendency of these regulations, both as 
regards the proceedings at the weekly meetings and 
the pubhcation of patent inventions in the Society's 
Transactions, is to render the Society more exten- 
sively useful and valuable as a national institution ; 
and it is hoped that they will be so far appreciated 
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as to obtain the amouut of support requisite for 
placing the Society once more in the prominent 
station which it deserves to occupy. 

Since the appearance of the fifty-fourth volume 
of the Society's Transactions, the Society has lost 
an old and faithful servant, the late Miss Cockings, 
who for forty-two years had discharged the duties 
of housekeeper with great credit to herself and ad- 
vantage to the Society. 

The father of Miss Cockings was registrar to 
the Society for thirty years, until his death, in 
1801, and which is recorded in the preface to the 
twentieth volume of the Society's Transactions as 
of " that very faithful officer, whose honest zeal in 
the discharge of his duty, during a service of thirty 
years, entitles his memory to this record of 
esteem." 

In 1802, Miss Cockings, who had assisted her 
father for several years in the discharge of his 
duties, was appointed housekeeper, and acted also 
as registrar and librarian until within a fortnight of 
her death, which occurred on the 20th February, 
1844, after an illness accompanied by considerable 
suifering. 

It is truly gratifying to be able to state that a 
solid monument has been erected over her grave 
at the Kensal Green Cemetery by a subscription 
among the members of the Society, " In grateful 
remembrance of the perfect integrity and the con- 
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stant and zealous diligence with which she per- 
formed the duties of her office." 

An event has occurred in the past year, the 
mention of which cannot with propriety be omitted 
in the present volume. A legacy of 5000/., 3 per 
cent consols, has been bequeathed to the Society by 
the late Dr. George Swiney, who died in January 
1844, with directions, — "That every fifth year 
from the date of the testator's decease, a silver 
goblet of the value of 100/., containing gold coin 
to the same amount, shall be presented to the 
author of the best published work on jurispru- 
dence." The remainder, about 90/. per annum, to 
be applied to the general purposes of the Society. 
The stock has been transferred into the names 
of the Society's trustees. 



